HOSPITAL FOR
HAVENOTS

BY MOHAMMAD VAZEERUDDIN

A FAINT gold light rained
down on the green and
brown lields as | samnitered
along the bank of the placid
Beas, laking in the peaceful
- Jittle houses wvisible Lhrough
thin, late verdure and the surg-
ing green of the curved white
river swceping beyond the lace
of nimble trees swaying lo Lhe
breeze I sll seemed like fine,
threaded scaweed pasted over
a linled page

And then [ halted in my
lracks. Were thoy Lhe groans of
the sick and the dying thal the
gir had suddenly brought to
me, Lthe groans which all but
Lill the atmosphere of our [air
land al the best of times -
groans of Lhe poor for whom
medicare is nol available or,
worse, il avallable, loo rxpen-
sive?

ROOM FOR HOFE

[ retraced my steps and went
in Lhe direetion from which Lhe
*proclamations of agony™ (in
the words of Sarlre) had come
| ecnvountered a {amily, Lhe
laces of some members of
which were secamed by small-
pox; Lhe eyes of some others

were dull and cxpressionless

while the fligures of the rest
were meagre and constrained
Ther | encountered a small girl
whase appearance said all: im-
perivet health and severe pains
had wapparently clouded - Lhe

preater pgrl of hoer sghort Life

But 1 pol no chance to pity
them. for the spparent bread-
wingper of the groeaning family
said: “But 1t 18 anly for a short
while thal we need 1o sulfer,
Saabji, because [rom Japuary,
14746, a big hospital will start
funetionmg here - a hospital

st big thal it might atiract

quite a [ew even of Lthe poor
palients who now flock to the
P G.l. at Chandigarh."

Yes, Maharaj Sawan Singh
Charilable Hospital, coming
up an & 33-acre plol on the G.T.
Road right in front of the Beas
rallwayslalicn, will start fune-
tioning in Janunr;,r pexl, The
foundation stone of the hoapit-
al, whose built-up area i3 ab-
ogul 2,930,000 square feet, was
ki on January 21. 1880

Why did il need six years Lo
build and become [unclionul?
Mr K. 5. MNarang, a relired
I.AS. olficer whe Is now Lhe
Atloinistrator of the hospital,
said: "Such a big hospital
would have taken many maore
YoRrs befors il became func:
tinnal but for generous and
vilantary donation af labour
by the satsangis. bolh skilled
and unskilicd, Bestdes, we Lok
tunule care of the minutest
detail.”

DESIGN

For insienge, Or P. B Son-
iht, & forrer Medical Superin.

tendent of the PG and re-
wred Ihrector of Health Ser-
vices, Harvana, who had su-
pervised the construction of
soveral hospitals in Haryana,
collaborated wilh Dr Tampler,
Professor of Hospital
Architecture in Lhe University
nl Geargia in the US.A, lo
make sure that this hospital
was 3o designed as to be ol the
utmaost ulilily lo those visiting
it

But what did the design of o

hospilal have to do with util-
ily? Mr Narang replicd: "The
tront sude of the hospital will
house the outpatient depart-
ment The inpatient wards will
have 300 heds and will be lo-
cated vast lo wesl to provent
the summer sup [rom heating
yp the rooms and to ensdre
thal the winter sun will warm
them. Besides. all’ wards are
air-cooled.”

The outpalient and
vmergency departments are at
right angle to this ward block
and the entrance |s al the point
where these two departments
mict Behind these blocks, the
departments of radiology, phy-
giutherapy, malernity, as also
the laboratory, operation
theatre, kitchen and Jaundry,
will be located, A boiler room
ton produce steam for the kitch-
vn, a pharmacy where all in-
travenous  solutions will be
prepared. o power substation
aroviding 1,200 KVA vonnee-
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tlwn, the cenlral store and un

incinerator will be located at.

lhe rear of the building.

EYE DISEASES

Mr Marang sawd “As the
plan for the hospital grew oal
ol the eye camps that heve
been held now in Dera Baosa
Jaimal Singh for 19 years, spe-
clalised treatment {or eye &i-
ments will be provided by e
hospital. Bezides, 80 oul of the
400 beds have been carmark
for those sullering from e
diseakes and modern cgui-
mient, both indigenauy .m:E H-
ported, wil]l be availsble o
them ™

Surgery.
pynaccology. and
otalirvngnl ogy,

pacdialris,
nblelrics,
{ruumuitologs

o thupaedies’ and  cardiology
wlll be the most noleworlhy
departments. A coronary care
unil and provisian lor treat-
ment of tropical diseases are
also contemplated. A highly
sirecamlined intensive care ser-
vice and an operation Lthealre
tko air in which will be [illered
g prevent pollution will be the
other highlights

ENDOWMENT

A modern cenlyal sterilo svs-
ey drepariment will Jeed {ive
operation  theatros The
eoaergoney department will Le
able te atbend to 10 persons al
a time The need for o resus-
citation . roum  near  the
omerpency  ward,  medern
labwratones and o bload Lank

fias ot been overlooked eithg
Quarters inside the hospital
complex for most moembers of
the stall sre commodions and
cominrtable

[ recalled 1o mysell the meel -
ing 1 hod had with Maharaj
Choran Singh, Heud of Lthe
Kadhn Souml Salsang. the
brain hehind the hospital. oo
mun with a henling touch. Beli-
Riun cunsists in doing juslice,
in loving merey and in makiog
uur fellow creatures huppy and
heuliby, The sainl of Bras is
nul o slabredagloss imnge . bul
une who works Tor his fellow-
men and endesvoirs o cslah-
lish o sew relationship wl lny-
ing kindness among them, re-
parding  evers  ndividual's

= — -

need os o sulficient claim on
his generosity.

All the same, the journalist
i me could not refrain from
asking a rather delicale gues-
tion. Since the hospatal s pel
nmuarily, though nmot whaolly,
meant for the puor rural folk,
where would the money come
(o to Keep (0 poing! M
Narang said ~An endowment
fund of Rs 10 crore has been
erealed It will yield an apnual
inberesl of about Rs 2 grore
with which the hospital can
viasily be Ropd pang ™

While the hespatal will no
doubl prove 1o be o boon to the
peuphe el aaly of Beas buat ol

the whoele of Tndie 1l will be
different from many other hos-
pitals in one fespect the spird
of sacrifice thot it has nlready
aroused in many

For mstance D Jesh = oy
of the best known heatt spe-
cialists in Indid who was earne
g gbout Bs 000 poe maonth
in the Barla Institute of Chest
Diseages e Deth) e Chucked
the job and has come to jino tiv

Mahara) Sawun 3mpeh Chirit-

able Hospitad where b van
niever hape 1o carn as maci s
he did earbar Bt b mone-
moking were the end-all and
bo-all of bife, v plany pasor
poople ol Reas wonld nist wark
free for Vhe vonstee Ban of The
hospitol, waonild thes”



